
What is Fair Use? These Criteria define it: 
 

1. The  purpose & character of the use,  
including whether such use is of a  
commercial nature or is for nonprofit  
educational purposes. [includes research] 

 

2. The nature of the copyrighted work.   

3. The amount and substantiality of the portion 
used in relation to the copyrighted work as a 
whole.  

 

4. The effect of the use upon the potential  
market for or value of the copyrighted work.  

 
 

Authorized Users (NRL & ONR staff & con-
tractors) MAY NOT: 
 

• Remove or alter the  authors’ names or Publishers’ 
copyright notices. 

 

• Systematically make multiple print or electronic 
copies of articles, download large sections or all of 
the database, or use “spiders” to systematically 
search the  product.  
 

• Provide copies, either electronically or by hard 
copy, to any unauthorized users (non NRL/ONR 
staff or contractors).  

 

 

• Publish, distribute or otherwise make available the 
licensed materials to unauthorized users.  Material 
cannot be mounted on websites, emailed to  
colleagues or included in reports, without the 
written permission of the publisher. 

 
 

Authorized Users (NRL and ONR staff and 
contractors) MAY: 
 

• Download one copy of any article from  
electronic journals 
 

• Retain one printed copy for personal or  
educational use. 

 

• Temporarily store the information  
electronically, provided the use is consistent with 
personal, research or educational use.  
 

• Refer to or briefly quote information from the 
licensed material in articles,  
presentations or other publications as long as the 
informative article or publication is fully cited.  
 

• Include graphs, diagrams, tables,  
photographs, longer excerpts, etc.  
information from an electronic journal in a pres-
entation or published work as long as  
permission of the publisher is obtained & the 
statement that the information "is reprinted by 
permission of  …." is included.. 
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Why does the Library have to sign  
Licenses? 
 

• Publishers hold copyrights to written articles, 
books, & other publications.  Publications can then 
be aggregated into a searchable database (ex: 
Web of Knowledge). 

 

• A license is negotiated between the publisher and 
the Library that allows NRL staff access to, but 
not ownership of, the publications contained 
within the database.   

 

• The Library agrees to the rules stipulated by the 
license– anyone who disregards those rules can 
cause the contract to be terminated and everyone 
to lose access.   

• The enforcement is to prevent copyright  
infringement -Intellectual Property (such as a 
journal article) is protected by the law (Title 17 
USC). 

 

• NRL staff may download, copy and use the infor-
mation within the limits of Fair Use as  
determined in section 107 of Title 17.  

 
 
 



Copyright & Licenses: 
What You Need to Know 

Further Information : 
 
 
Usage Restrictions from InfoWeb 
http://infoweb.nrl.navy.mil/index.cfm?i=90 
 
Usage Restrictions from TORPEDO  
Ultra 
http://torpedo.nrl.navy.mil/tu/ps/help/
usage_restrictions.html 
 
Frequently Asked Questions About Copyright 
http://cendi.dtic.mil/publications/04-8copyright.html 
 
Title 17 USC: Copyrights 
http://www.copyright.gov/title17/ 
 
Licensing Digital Information 
http://www.library.yale.edu/~llicense/index.shtml 
 
Copyright & Government Info? 
NRL Press Releases and Technical Reports do not 
have copyright statements and are in the public  
domain. The content of journal articles solely  
authored by NRL employees while on Government time 
may be in the public domain, but the instance created 
by publishers is normally copyrighted.  
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